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EUROPEAN WATER EFFICIENCY LABELLING



WHY DO WE NEED LABELLING?

▪Overconsumption
➢Population growth

➢Using twice the amount of natural 
resources

▪Climate change



MEDITERRANEAN BASIN

Hot spots for water stress

Winter = 30 million    
people under water stress

Summer = 70 million 
people under water stress



EUROPE’S INCREASING WATER STRESS

Increasing water stress from now to predicted 2050 stress rates



EUROPE’S INCREASING DEMOGRAPHICS

Population growth 
unsurprisingly matches the 
areas of most water stress



FRESH WATER = LIMITED RESOURCE

The world is made up of 
97% water in the form of 
Oceans

Only 1% of water is available 
to us in lakes and rivers as 
fresh water



2007 – UK CREATES… 

WEPLS – Water Efficient 
Product Labelling Scheme

Scheme used to support 
Government initiative to reduce 
water use

Now – European Water Label 
(EWL) 



OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 
ALSO CREATE SCHEMES





▪ Recognition of increase in water stress

▪ Recognition of climate change

▪ Recognition of Population growth

▪ Recognition of overconsumption

EUROPEAN COMMISSION



COMMISSION ACTIVITY

Ecolabel Studies for:

▪ Taps and Shower

▪ WCs & urinals



COMMISSION ACTIVITY

Ecolabel Studies took over 2 years to complete

▪ Intent to identify the 10-20% most eco products

▪ Establish Green Public Performance (GPP) criteria



COMMISSION ACTIVITY

Ecolabel Studies took over 2 years to complete

▪ Industry ignored – ecolabel covered as much as 

80% of products

▪ Commission own research detailed education as 

surest way to create change



COMMISSION ACTIVITY

Final report not released

Pilot study into the potential for:

▪ Possibility of mandatory labelling of taps and 

showers
➢ Which will cause market confusion

▪ Still no focus on education







BEST OF BOTH

European Water Label Update

WELL & EWL Labeling Schemes



European Water Label update

127 Brands – 7

additional brands added 

since January 2017

Interest from Italian, German 

and Turkish Manufacturers

New interest coming from 

South America – Mexico in 

particular

Product registrations 9,700

Over 13,000 have been registered
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European Water Label update

• Database cleansing currently being 

undertaken 

• Annual Audit complete

• Video’s now in Italian and German as 

well as English

• Italian website translation in progress



European Water Label update

• FEST is seeking 1 Label – written to  WELL & EWL 

expressing their concern on why progress is not     

being made in  bringing both schemes together

• Agents – Spain, Italy and Turkey

• A rise in visibility on websites

• 2017 Road Map developed and issued



ISH

• Stand displaying and highlighting all logo’s

• Water for Life – third issue

• Event – Wednesday

• Political tour

• Visibility of the label

mailto:http://www.europeanwaterlabel.eu/wfl-3/index.html


Organisation Working Group

• Why the EWL believe in the ‘Best of Both’ policy and commit

ment by EWL members

• Meeting and conference calls held

• Discussion at meeting look at:

➢ Understanding of the current organisation of each Scheme

➢ Identified commonalities and differences between the two



Organisation

Working 

Group

• The Conference Call concluded that until 

EU-Nited had held internal discussion the 

WG could not progress further



Meeting with DG ENV

A meeting between DG Env, FECs, CEIR and EWL took place 1 February 

in Brussels

DG Env advised

 Open to voluntary or mandatory initiatives

 No decision as yet – likely middle of year

 Looking at updating ‘Preparatory Study’

 Possible Mandatory implemented 2019/20

 Supported the idea of a Scheme that embraced all water using bathroom product

 Advised about ‘Best of Both’ initiative



Meeting with DG ENV

 Provided an image of the proposed new label

Comments:

o Like the clean lines

o Unsure of A-E – need legal input

o Needed addition of :

– Energy and water volumes need to be clearly vi

sible as consumers have little attention span

– Image of label taking into account view of DG E

nv

A B



Meeting with DG ENV

 If voluntary is preferred route then a strict procedure to follow

▪ Data collation that showed

o Visibility

o Market penetration

o Must be open to all who trade

o Visibility is a must on website

o Strict milestones to be achieved 

o Regular meetings with the Commission


